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COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRES — LINKWEST BELONGING CONFERENCE 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.46 pm]: Today in the house during 
debate I had the fortune of being quoted on two occasions. I am flattered that members, no less than the Leader of 
the Opposition, have taken an interest in my contributions. However, I want to correct the record tonight on 
a reference by Hon Martin Aldridge to something I said publicly. Although he quoted my words exactly, he sought 
to distort the context in which those words were said. I want to make it very clear to the group I spoke to and 
reiterate the words I said at the Linkwest Belonging Conference, which the community resource centre people 
attended. It was my duty, and I was very pleased, to represent the minister and talk to the people who run the 
community resource centres across Western Australia, who do wonderful jobs in our community, about the way 
forward for them and their funding arrangements. I made it very clear that the state was in a dire financial position. 
We all know that and members opposite know that. Those on the other side caused that dire financial position and 
we all know we are engaged in the process of budget repair and have had to make some regretful and difficult 
decisions as a consequence of the previous government’s mismanagement. I laid all that out to the good people at 
the conference. I also indicated that everyone was being asked to carry their fair share of the budget repair and we 
were asking households to cover about nine per cent of the budget repair share. The government itself is carrying 
about 50 per cent of the load of repairing the budget. I indicated also that there would be a review of the funding 
arrangements to the community resource centres. I said the words that we have no plans to close any community 
resource centres and we have no plans to remove any of the services that they provide but we are reviewing the 
funding arrangements. I was very open and clear with all the people in that room. I was a little bit concerned today 
that the member’s question may have sought to distort the context in which I said those words. 

We are engaging in a review. I told the conference that we are engaging in a review and that their funding levels 
would stay at $13 million this financial year and $13 million next financial year, and we had proposed a figure of 
around $8 million for subsequent years. The discussion and the review needs to be around how we can keep those 
community resource centres open and offer those services at a more efficient cost to the taxpayer. We do not shy 
away or backpedal from that any more. I can tell members that funding for community resource centres over the 
last 10 years has increased by a factor higher than the health budget. That has raised a red flag with Treasury, and 
I told the conference that. Treasury wants to see a review of the functions of community resource centres. We also 
know that the previous government was reckless with the finances and rolled it out willy-nilly to anyone who 
asked. Those days are over, and the conference is now aware of that. There was a protest outside the conference 
that was not sanctioned by the organisation, which made that very clear to me. The media was invited to come 
along to save our CRCs—there are no changes to funding this year or next year—and nobody from the media 
turned up. They had to go inside and get people from the conference and bring them outside to get a little chant 
going, so it was all quite embarrassing. 

I just needed to make clear that I addressed the conference and delivered the hard news. We do not shy away from 
the fact that we have to cut spending and repair the budget. We have been very up-front, and the opposition knows 
about our budget measures and reductions in funding because we put them in the budget and made very clear to 
everyone what we are doing. Just to remove any doubt on the part of anyone from a community resource centre 
who may be reading Hansard or tuning into this broadcast, we are not shirking that issue; we have to find a way 
to run our community resource centres more efficiently. We will be engaging in an open and transparent review 
involving them. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Who are you representing in estimates? 

Hon DARREN WEST: I will be at estimates, and I look forward to seeing the member there. 

This notion that we are saying one thing and doing another is quite misleading. We have been very up-front, and 
members can ask anyone who was at that conference. 

Statement 
HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [9.52 pm]: I feel compelled to respond to the contribution of 
Hon Darren West, as much as I do not like delaying the house at this time. It was a very interesting contribution, 
and I noticed that, after I asked my question without notice at question time today, the Minister for 
Regional Development and her parliamentary secretary quickly scurried to the doors, and I suspect that that scurry 
was related to the comparing of notes. Essentially, during question time the minister admitted to this place that she 
was not aware of the comments that Hon Darren West had made — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order, Minister! Hon Martin Aldridge is on his feet, and I am sure that we will have plenty of 
time for other people to make contributions during this period. Hon Martin Aldridge, you might address your 
comments to me. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Madam President, as you would be aware I have not taken my eyes off you, and 
I have been speaking to you the whole time. 
The PRESIDENT: That is lovely. Thank you. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: As I was saying, in question time today the Minister for Regional Development 
confirmed what I had suspected, which was that she was not aware of the comments made by her own 
parliamentary secretary, I assume representing her, at the Linkwest Belonging Conference, which was 
a conference of community resource centres held in Perth last month. As I said, I saw members scurry to the door, 
and I think that what happened outside was a comparison of notes. The contribution just made by Hon Darren West 
was a backpedal if I ever saw one. He suggests tonight to this place that his words were taken out of context and 
he did not really mean what he said at that conference. I think he said that he was quoted correctly, but he was 
taken out of context, and he did mean that the review would look at the location of community resource centres 
and the functions and services that they provide, but those certainly were not the words in the speech that he 
delivered at this conference. The conference was facilitated, and the facilitator made a Facebook posting on 
20 September, which I believe was the date of the Linkwest conference mentioned in question time today. The 
Facebook account Cate RocchiComm stated — 

Excellent speech today by Darren West, parliamentary secretary the Minister for Regional Development 
for WA state government, at Linkwest conference: ‘we have no plans to close any CRCs or any reduction 
of services’. 

Hon Darren West has risen tonight to inform the house that that is an accurate quote, so we are making progress 
here. The posting continues — 

This is a tremendous news for all the community resource centres in the state. Thank you for your support. 
She has certainly got the same interpretation from that comment that I did and, interestingly, on 21 September—
the very next day—Hon Darren West’s official Facebook account shared that post, so one would think that he also 
agreed with the sentiments expressed by the facilitator in her post that there would be no closures of CRCs or any 
reduction of services to CRCs. That is quite extraordinary given that the state budget revealed by Labor showed 
a nearly 40 per cent reduction in funding from $13 million to $8 million per annum to community resource centres. 
I am not sure what sort of training the Minister for Regional Development has had, but how she is able to achieve 
a $5 million, or nearly 40 per cent, reduction in services for community resource centres without reviewing the 
location of those community resource centres or the scope of the services they provide, is really magical. We wait 
to see the outcome of the review, because I think we are hearing one thing from the minister and something else 
from the parliamentary secretary. 
I have been out in my electorate, and I was in Pingelly at the launch of some aged-care units, which were funded 
as a project of members on this side of the house. Hon Darren West has again tried to re-create history, for which 
we know he is famous, by saying that this is a WA Labor project, which of course it is not; it never was. In fact, if 
the project was not so far down the track, I am sure Hon Alannah MacTiernan would have bullied the shire into 
reducing or cancelling its funding, like she is doing in many other locations in the state. Unfortunately, this project 
was locked and loaded before the magical minister could work her magic on the town of Pingelly, which will be 
one of those communities that will actually get an outstanding health and aged-care facility as a result of members 
on this side, in the Liberal and National Parties. 
I do not want to miss out on my other Labor colleague in the Agricultural Region tonight, Hon Laurie Graham. He 
turned up at the sod-turning representing the Minister for Regional Development, who unfortunately could not 
attend on this occasion, and gave quite a remarkable speech to those assembled, to the effect that royalties for 
regions was doing it tough, there is no money and we all need to tighten our belts. I am pretty sure they were the 
three dot points that Hon Peter Collier tabled in the house earlier today, so Hon Laurie Graham is on message. 
Then he told members of the Pingelly community assembled not to worry because things are going to improve. 
He said that we are going to see an improvement in the out years and that things are going to get better. 

The reality is that the budget says something different. The royalties for regions program is actually going to get 
worse in the out years, not better, and the reason for that is that the Liberal and National Parties’ programs and 
projects delivered by royalties for regions are coming to a conclusion. Obviously the government did not want to 
wrap them up early. It did not want to tell the CRCs that they had to close their doors on 30 June, so it will let that 
funding dribble out and then make the cuts in the third and fourth years. When we look at the $860 million worth 
of cuts that the Treasurer almost gloated about in his speech delivered to the other place, and read concurrently in 
this place, we see that those impacts are in the third and fourth years of the budget. Hon Laurie Graham is a new 
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member, I give him that, but he really must spend some time studying the budget in greater detail. 
Hon Darren West has no excuse, although from listening to some of his interjections, I am sure that he has excuses 
in other forms, because his contributions to this house, almost without exception, lack substance of any 
significance. We are here tonight dealing with the extraordinary member’s statement made by Hon Darren West. 
I cannot believe that Labor members are still showing their faces in their regional communities. In my electorate 
of the Agricultural Region, we are seeing more and more Labor members out and about. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: How many members have you got in the Agricultural Region? 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: That is a very good point. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Did you lose a member in the Agricultural Region? 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: No, we did not. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! There is one person — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, this is not a three-way conversation. Hon Martin Aldridge has two minutes and 
37 seconds to go. He is the only person on his feet. People can seek the call when he sits down. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: It was an extraordinary interjection. I certainly will not be taking the minister to 
a quiz night! 

Interestingly, the Minister for Regional Development turned up at Dowerin field days and said, “This is great. I’m 
excited about agriculture. I’m excited about regional development. Don’t look at my budget.” Then she scooted 
back to Perth. At about three o’clock in the afternoon nobody was seen in the Labor Party tent. This is from the 
party that has the most regional MPs in Western Australia. I was at the Toodyay show on the weekend. I am there 
every year. There was not one single regional member from the Labor Party to be seen. 

In my remaining one minute and 47 seconds, I wish to address the extraordinary contribution by Hon Darren West 
tonight when he spoke about community resource centres and the extraordinary remarks made by the Premier in 
the other place in question time when he just dismissed the importance of community resource centres, which 
showed his lack of understanding. We have also seen a lack of understanding by the minister in this place about 
the many community resource centres, particularly in the Agricultural Region, which are the only government 
service deliverer apart from local government. They are the only ones representing the state or the commonwealth 
or other organisations. During question time the Premier dismissively said that they are simply a relic of the past 
and that they can be replaced with a smartphone. He rolled out the same lines again in budget estimates that the 
minister has used today, which is that there is a proliferation of CRCs in the Agricultural Region and we need to 
even up the ledger. I am not quite sure how we even up the ledger by reducing funding to these important 
organisations by 40 per cent. If we want to even up the ledger, I assume that means shutting some centres and 
opening others but I am not quite sure how we get a 40 per cent cost reduction in doing that. I think it 
fundamentally relates to the lack of understanding and comprehension by members opposite and the Minister for 
Regional Development about the importance of community resource centres to regional Western Australia. 
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